Rousseau and the Women lie Loved

could not fail to have many thousand spectators.

People may talk of ancient Greece as they please ;
but no nation was ever so fond of genius as this, and
no person ever so much engaged their attention as
Rousseau* Voltaire and everybody else are quite
eclipsed by

Hume adds that Jean- Jacques was a modest man,
who did not care to be a public character* As a
proof he tells us that " two very agreeable ladies
breaking in upon him discomposed him so much that
he was not able to eat his dinner afterwards."
Perhaps. But other people who met him at the same
time were of the contrary opinion, and they too give
chapter and verse for their estimate of htm. The
most typical story of the kind in that related by
Madame cle Genlis, and quoted in a footnote in
Burton's Life of I/u#ie>~~

" Rousseau had promised to accompany her to the
Comdclie Pran$*iise, on the condition that they were

to occupy a fogegrUlfa*    When they entered, Madame

flew to shut the grating; Rousseau opposed her; he

was sure $tm would not like it to be closed, and he
would be sufficiently hidden by sitting behind her,
In the scuffle, he was recognised ; madame, vexed

and terrified,  insisted that   the               should be

closed ; but he was inexorable* The commencement
of a popular piece soon relieved them from notice*
and, when the of the audiences averted from
him, Rousseau grew gloomy ttnd rude. He after*
wards professed himself                 at having

exhibited like a wild beaat*"                       to
